museon
fall2013

wild music
Sounds & Songs
of Life
page 3

From the Director
The Museum offers a variety of fall
programs and activities that continue
to connect the subject areas of history,
science, technology, and more.
Two new exhibits include “The Search for
Freedom: The History and Archaeology
of Ramptown and the Michigan
Underground Railroad” and “Wild Music:
Bill McElhone
Sounds & Songs of Life.” Ramptown’s
illustrated panels highlight the history of the Underground
Railroad, including the formation of the Ramptown community
in Cass County, Michigan. “Ramptown” will be open
September 1–October 31. On September 15, the exhibit’s
creator, Michael Nassaney, archaeologist and WMU
professor, will discuss how archaeology contributed to
the documentation and interpretation of Ramptown’s
Underground Railroad history (see page 3).
Visitors to “Wild Music” will explore the biological origins of
music through interactive exhibits and sound experiences.
Museum guests will hunt for sounds of forest creatures, explore
music inspired by nature, investigate sounds of sea animals,
and listen to songs inspired by human activities. Accessibility
is featured throughout in tactile experiences, Braille, acoustical
labels, and careful attention to the requirements of wheelchair
users. The exhibit appeals to all ages.
“Decades of Dazzling Dresses,” direct from the Museum’s
costume collection, is open through January 19. It features a
unique dress and complementary artifacts from each of the
decades of 1880 to 1920. On October 6, visit the exhibit, enjoy
light refreshments, and attend a light-hearted and informative
program titled, “Speaking of Unmentionables: The Rise and Fall
of Ladies’ Underwear.”
Visit the Museum’s permanent exhibits and various fall
programs. The Sunday Lecture Series has been expanded
to include science-related topics. The Museum and the City
of Kalamazoo’s Park and Recreation Department will collect
Halloween costumes for Safe Halloween. This year’s Safe
Halloween, a collaboration with the City and DKI, will be held
on October 26 at Bronson Park from 11 am to 1 pm, and at the
Museum from noon to 4 pm.
Have a wonderful fall. museON, everyone!
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The Search for

Cabin similar to those built at Ramptown. Courtesy Brian Stansberry.

freedom
In a settlement named for wild onions commonly known
as “ramps,” a small community of some 100 people lived in
approximately 20 cabins during the middle of the 19th century.
Ramptown was home to African Americans who had fled
slavery and who were taken in by radical, anti-slavery Quakers
known as Hicksites.

In September and October, Museum visitors can view the
exhibit, which was produced in 2012 by students of
Dr. Michael Nassaney, professor of anthropology at WMU.
On September 15th at 2 pm, Dr. Nassaney will speak about
this project and how it can inspire contemporary anti-racists
who challenge inequities wherever they may appear.

Ramptown, located between Cassopolis and Vandalia, was a
link on the Underground Railroad through Southwest Michigan.
Most fugitives from slavery continued their journey to freedom
in Canada, but a few, risking capture by bounty hunters, settled
in informal communities like Ramptown.

The exhibit is based on historical and archaeological
investigations conducted in Cass County, MI in search of
material evidence of Ramptown. With few written records
available and some informal oral histories, Dr. Nassaney, his
students, and colleagues set about finding the area they
suspected would reveal the history of this community. To
learn what they found and how they did it, come to the KVM
to hear Dr. Nassaney and see the panel exhibit outlining the
project and revealing their discoveries.

Western Michigan University’s Office of Diversity and the
Kalamazoo Valley Museum will present an exhibit and a lecture
on Ramptown. Both will highlight the work that researchers are
conducting on the history of anti-racism in the region.
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Explore the

natural
rhythm of life

Explore the sounds of nature with a visit to the special
exhibit, “Wild Music: Sounds & Songs of Life,” at the
Kalamazoo Valley Museum from October 5, 2013 to
January 5, 2014.
Whales compose, bullfrogs croak in unison, songbirds
greet the dawn, and people everywhere sing and dance as
a way to express themselves. Visitors to “Wild Music” will
explore evidence for the biological origins of music through
interactive exhibits and sound experiences.
The exhibit invites guests to explore sound in three
immersive environments: The Edge of the Forest, The Ocean
Deeps, and the City Center, enhancing their knowledge of
natural and synthetic sounds in the three acoustic labs.
In The Edge of the Forest, visitors can hunt for sounds of
forest creatures and learn about birdsongs and soundscapes.
The Ocean Deeps underwater environment explores the
sounds of whales, which resemble human songs in phrasing,
rhythm, and variations on basic themes. A hydrophone, used
in studying whale songs, can be lowered into a tank of water
where it amplifies sounds like a throbbing engine.
In the City Center’s Jamming Room, guests may record
a musical memory and watch what others have shared.
There is an interactive sound studio that entices visitors to
create their own musical composition while singing into the
microphone, playing drums, mixing the backing tracks,
and experimenting with an assortment of instruments.
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A nearby bioacoustics laboratory allows a deeper exploration
of sound and song through a series of experiences—with a
touchable spectrum analyzer, working models of a human
larynx and bird syrinx, and experiments with resonance and
source/filter theory.
Throughout the exhibition, dispersed in small niches and
showcases, visitors see, hear, and sometimes touch instruments
inspired by natural materials and forms.
Finally, visitors can enter a small theater where they experience a
short film on the power of sound and song across species to help
us bond, work together, and to grieve.
The exhibit was composed with the assistance of environmental
sound artist Philip Blackburn to create an overall sound
composition that is pleasing. The exhibit features tactile
experiences, Braille and acoustical labels, and careful attention
to the requirements of wheelchair users.
“I am looking forward to hearing and manipulating the nature
sounds,” said Kalamazoo Valley Museum Design Assistant Megan
Burtzloff. “The images from previous installations show that this
is going to be a beautiful exhibit for our eyes as well as our ears.”
For a sneak peak or to practice manipulating sound, visit the Wild
Music website at www.wildmusic.org.
Wild Music is a production of ASTC, the Science Museum of
Minnesota, and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro
School of Music, with major funding from the National Science
Foundation and additional support from Harman International and
NEC Foundation of America.
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Jean Keefe, second from the right, is one of the women employed by Gilmore Department Store’s Alteration Department in 1908.
That same year, dressmaker Ellen Doolan was in business at 309 S. Burdick Street in the Brown Block (right), employing seamstresses
as waist and skirt makers.

Dressmakers of

Kalamazoo

When shopping for clothes, most women head to the nearest
store to find what they want. They search the clothing racks
and shelves for their size. Few realize how that differs from
one hundred or more years ago.
While standardized, ready-to-wear men’s clothing became
more widely available after the Civil War, women relied on
custom-made clothing until the 1920s. Dressmaker was a
career employment opportunity for women, either selfemployed or working for others.
Kalamazoo city directories provide insight into the world
of dressmaking. In 1881, 16 women are identified as
dressmakers. The number soars to more than 75 by 1902
before declining to 60 in 1929. The increase by 1902 reflects
a growing middle-class population that could afford a
professional dressmaker. The decline by 1931 suggests that
standard-sized women’s clothing was more readily available.
Who were these women who made dresses? The stories of
Ellen Doolan, Ida Baldwin, and Jennie (Jean) Schram-Keefe
offer insight into their lives.
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Florence Ida Baldwin was born in 1878. She
showed a talent for sewing early. At the 1890
Kalamazoo County Fair, she took first place in
sewing hand-made pillow cases and
patched clothing. By 1902, Ida was
working as a clerk at Gilmore Brothers
Department Store.
By 1912, Ida had joined with Jennie Schram,
and they managed Gilmore’s Dress Making
Department. The two women contracted with
the store to provide dressmaking services.
Their partnership ended in 1916 when Jennie
married Benjamin Keefe. In 1917, Jean SchramKeefe moved her dressmaking parlors to
Gilmore Brothers’ second floor.
In 1921, tragedy struck. Benjamin Keefe died,
leaving Jean to support an 11-month-old
daughter. She never remarried but worked as
a self-employed dressmaker at her home at
427 W. South Street. She is last identified as a
dressmaker in the Kalamazoo city directories
in 1955.

While Jean became the sole support of her young daughter,
Ida remained single and the sole support of her aging mother.
She maintained a dress shop in her home at 824 West Main
Street. In 1937, following her mother’s death, she married
Steven DeHaan.
Ida and Jean spent most of their working lives as self-employed
dressmakers. Ellen Doolan illustrates a different career path.
Born in 1862, she was older than either Ida or Jean. Born in
Mendon in St. Joseph County, the earliest reference to her in
Kalamazoo is an 1887 city directory listing as a dressmaker
employed by Miss Marian E. Martin.
In 1895, Ellen had her own dressmaking business at 310
W. Main. Her business was so successful that by 1908, she
had workspace in the Brown Block (Peck Building), and she
employed other women, frequently advertising for “competent
waist and skirt makers.” In 1916, a Kalamazoo Implement
Company advertisement listed her among satisfied
Studebaker owners.

Doolan never married. She was active in her church,
St. Augustine’s, and often participated in fund raisers for
Borgess Hospital. After years of rooming with a local family,
she bought her own home at 605 W. Lovell, where she
continued to work past her 70th birthday.
Ida Baldwin DeHaan, Jennie Schram-Keefe, and Ellen
Doolan are examples of successful businesswomen in an
era when women’s careers often focused on domestic skills
—housekeeping, cooking, and cleaning. Their sewing skills
provided them a livelihood at a time when many middleclass women had dressmakers make their clothing.

kalamazoomuseum.org
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Ladies’ Library of

Kalamazoo

8

On May 20, 1879, the new (and current) home of the Ladies’
Library Association of Kalamazoo was formally dedicated. It
was a grand occasion that celebrated the achievements of a
group of women who, for more than a quarter century, had
provided cultural uplift to their community. But they had
done so without a permanent home, a situation that had
now been remedied.

Corporation Hall housed most government departments,
including a fire station. The local school board also had space
in the building but needed more room for its activities and to
expand its public library. On June 4, 1877, Board President L. C.
Chapin sent a petition asking to double its space in the Hall.
The only way to accommodate the school board’s request was to
ask the Ladies’ Library to vacate their rooms.

We might be forgiven if we think this was accomplished
without controversy. Such was not the case. For nearly a
decade, the LLA had occupied rooms in Corporation Hall
rent-free. In 1877, as their second five-year lease on that
space was nearing expiration, the Board of Education asked
the Kalamazoo Village Trustees for more space.

The women indicated their willingness to move as soon as
they could secure suitable alternative space. The negotiations
stretched on for nearly a year. This lengthy process appears to
have taxed the patience of the Village Trustees, who authorized
the Kalamazoo Gazette in April 1878 to print all correspondence
between the Trustees and the LLA. The intent was to assure the
citizens that every effort had been made to provide space
for the school board.
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It would not be until the fall of 1878 that the LLA vacated
Corporation Hall. In the interim, several critical letters
appeared in the Gazette. A “citizen” complained that the
Village Trustees did not have the authority to provide
rent-free rooms to the LLA, claiming that “only a few persons
comparatively” had benefitted. Meanwhile a “tax payer”
fumed that the LLA occupied “two handsome parlors”
which were locked “six and a half days each week” while the
school library was housed in an “illy [sic] ventilated, barn
like” overcrowded backroom.
In the end, the consequence of the dispute was the
construction of the Ladies’ Library building which still houses
the Association 135 years later. This fall, the building will
complete a renovation designed to help it better fulfill its
mission. The beautiful structure on Park Street, listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, is one of Kalamazoo’s
architectural treasures.

The Ladies’ Library Association building became a community
showpiece and has been photographed hundreds of times,
including by one of Kalamazoo’s first photographers, Schuyler
Baldwin, as shown below in the 1880s.
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a day t
remem
Between 6,000 and 8,000 people gathered throughout downtown Kalamazoo to view the
motorcade . . .and in Bronson Park to listen to the senator speak.

Lt. Gen. John B. Swainson of Michigan and
Kennedy observed the crowd from the steps of
Kalamazoo City Hall.
10
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The Kalamazoo Gazette reported that a “crowd had assembled at the [railroad]
station and virtually hemmed the senator in his car as they shook hands and
sought autographs.”

to
mber

It was a day to remember for the crowd of 8,000 that greeted
Senator John F. Kennedy, who spoke from the steps of Kalamazoo
City Hall on October 14, 1960. That day, Kennedy crisscrossed his
way through Lower Michigan campaigning for the presidency.
Among the crowd were local photographer Lance Ferraro and
several newspaper reporters, who captured dozens of historic
images. We show a few of those images here as we look back on
the 50th anniversary of President Kennedy’s untimely death on
November 22, 1963.

Kennedy’s 10-minute speech was
interrupted by a failed public
address system. He effortlessly
grabbed two working microphones
and continued his speech from in
front of the podium.

Watch the Interview
http://bit.ly/12813zT

Lance Ferraro, a Kalamazoo native
and retired studio photographer,
remembers one of the high points
of his career as, “the ability to record
JFK’s whistlestop in Kalamazoo” on
October 14, 1960.
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Comet ISON

A Celestial Visitor

Far beyond the most distant planet, chunks of frozen gases
drift slowly and silently around the Sun. There may be
hundreds of millions of them filling a sphere that reaches
halfway to the nearest star. Occasionally, a gravitational tug
changes the path of one of these icy bodies, starting it on a
journey that brings it to the heart of our solar system.
Soon, one of these rogue dirty icebergs of the outer solar
system will light the evening sky. The nights of the comet
are upon us.

As Comet ISON rounds the Sun, it will be at its brightest. The
comet’s head may become bright enough to see as a star-like dot
near the Sun in the daytime sky.

From mid-October through mid-November, a comet named
ISON will be visible in the morning sky. At first, binoculars
will be needed to see this celestial visitor. It should become
bright enough to see without optical aid by mid-November.
ISON is inward bound, heading toward a November 28th
encounter with the Sun. The head of this comet will pass
very close to the surface of the Sun and, if it survives
the encounter, Comet ISON will become one of the
Great Comets.

While the path of the comet through the sky is certain, the
brightness is not. The brightness of a comet depends not only on
where it is relative to the Sun and Earth, but also on how much
gas and dust are released from the surface. As the comet draws
closer to the Sun, the brightness predictions will become more
reliable.

Great Comets are the ones that are easily visible to the
unaided eye. Recent Great Comets visible from the northern
hemisphere include Comet Bennett seen in 1970, Comet
West seen in 1976, Comet Hyakutake seen in 1996, and
Comet Hale-Bopp seen in 1997. There is an average of one
each decade.

By mid-December, the comet will become visible in the evening
sky, moving tail first away from the Sun. It will glide along the
horizon for a week before moving higher in the sky and fading to
be visible only in binoculars, passing near the North Star
in January.

You can find out more about Comet ISON on Sunday, November
3rd at 1:30 pm in the Museum’s Mary Jane Stryker Theater.
This free Sunday Science presentation will provide up-to-date
information about the comet’s path and brightness, as well as
background information about these celestial visitors.

Comet Hale-Bopp, photographed by KVM
Planetarium Coordinator Eric Schreur.
12
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High-Tech Solution

3d printer
The racetrack located in the center of the Museum’s Science
Gallery is extremely popular, evidenced by our exhibit staff’s
constant need to repair and refurbish the racecars. It has
been a never-ending job, requiring the maintenance of small
motors housed in film canisters and zip-tied and hot glued
to K’NEX pieces. This inventive, albeit improvised assemblage
would consistently break due to a combination of the
exhibit’s popularity and the vehicles’ fragile construction.
Needless to say, the level of maintenance was swallowing up
staff time. One of our clever exhibit techs began modifying
the racecars, hoping to reduce the amount of time spent
doing these tedious but oh-so-necessary repairs. After
months of alterations with few positive end results, our
tech hit a wall. His designs lacked the precision of machine
manufacturing. Then he thought about the new, fastgrowing technology—3D printing. Could it answer all of our
problems?
The technology offers a relatively inexpensive opportunity
for design manufacturing. The process is simple: produce a
digital model and send it to a 3D printer. The 3D printer then

A digital model of a motor housing
(blue) was used to create the finished
product (orange) using 3-D printing technology, solving our need to
constantly repair the racecar motor
housings in the Science Gallery.

lays down layers of a variety of materials until enough successive
layers produce a three-dimensional shape. Think of a phone
book and consider how its size and shape is the simple result of
stacking individual sheets of paper.
Inspired by the racecars’ latest iteration, our tech drafted
multiple views of the motor housings, then converted them to
a three-dimensional digital model using Google SketchUp. The
design was sent to an online 3D printing company, and within
a few weeks, a new 3D model arrived in the mail. It looked great
but needed some tweaking. Back to the drawing board!
After several modifications and three additional trial cars, the
fourth and final design worked. The result is a clean, durable,
and reproducible motor housing design—not to mention giving
the exhibit staff a little bit of their precious time back.
Come on in to see these new motor housings, and let
the race begin!

kalamazoomuseum.org
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Free Time

come play with us!

Play is serious work, and at the KVM, we’re on it! Research
in the fields of cognitive health and development points
to free-will learning and play having a lifelong benefit,
regardless of experience or formal education. At the
Museum, exhibits and a wide variety of programs offer
everyone both directed and undirected recreation and
learning.
On September 29 at 1:30 pm, the Museum will host a
viewing of the documentary “Where do the Children
Play?” along with a panel discussion on the importance of
unplugged play, particularly for young children. The Museum
supports this movement towards free play by providing
enriching environments that are open to creative exploration
and discovery.
Our exhibits inspire intergenerational conversation –
parents and grandparents use objects to tell children of
their own youthful experiences, and likewise, children
make connections between their world of experience
and imagination and the curious and fascinating objects
on view. For children under five, Children’s Landscape
offers educational toys and activities that develop basic
skills like reading, math, and problem solving, providing
parents with inspiration for creative play experiences that
can be replicated at home. For older children, we offer our
Kalamazoo Direct to You history gallery, where you can
step into history and play the parts of people from the past,
report the news, or serve up an ice cream cone or two.
What experts know is that the relationships that develop
during play and the self-confidence that comes from
mutual respect and appreciation affect a child’s cognitive
development significantly. Adults, too, benefit from free-time
and active learning. The Museum is a great place to turn off
the phones and tune into your children (or your inner child!),
listen to children’s stories and their ideas for role play, and
play along with them. The Museum seeks to be a partner for
parents to help create strong, healthy children—our future
depends on it, so get serious and come play with us!
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2. Pole or tree climbing spikes. The spikes
were strapped to the legs and used for
climbing trees or poles while working on
power lines. They were owned by Charles
Buxton of Plainwell. Buxton worked for
the Lower Peninsula Power Company
from 1928-1967. It later became
Consumers Power.

3. Vitamins. The container was filled
with Unipet Vitamins made by Upjohn
for cats and dogs. A small bell on the
inside of the lid could be rung to signal
the animal. Once the vitamins were
gone the container could be filled
with treats. They were registered by
The Upjohn Company in 1960 and
manufactured through the 1970s.

3

kalamazoomuseum.org

15

1. Roll baking pan (today’s modern
version is most popularly used to bake
muffins). This cast iron roll pan has a
patent date of 1859 and could bake
eight small individual rolls at one time.
This pan was used by the family of
Tertius Strong, early settlers of
Oshtemo Township.

1

We still bake in
something like this
today. What is it?

2

This container was for a
special member of the family.
What was it used for?
The owner of these
spikes had a dangerous
job. What are they?

what is it?

featured events
special exhibitions

Check out the full calendar at kalamazoomuseum.org

hands-on
happenings

planetarium
Feature Shows

september

Mon, Wed , Fri, Sat, Sun at 3 pm

Wild Music, Sounds
& Songs of Life
October 5, 2013–January 5, 2014

october

Explore evidence for the biological origins of
music through interactive exhibits and sound
experiences—and in the process, expand
your understanding of what makes music.
Wild Music is a production of ASTC, the Science Museum of
Minnesota, and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro School of Music, with major funding from the National
Science Foundation and additional support from Harman
International and NEC Foundation of America.

Decades of
Dazzling dresses
Through
January 19, 2014

november

This exhibit, direct from
the Museum’s own costume collection, will feature
a unique dress and complementary accessories from each
of the decades of 1880 to 1920.

October 12 Chemistry Day 12–4 pm
The theme for the 26th annual Chemistry Day
is “Energy.”
October 26 Safe Halloween 12–4 pm
Dressed to Scare! Or not… From zombie
make-up to princess crowns—lots of fun
Halloween stuff to make.
November 9 It’s Ornamental 12–4 pm
Create a variety of holiday ornaments while
you listen to the Kalamazoo Children’s Chorus.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Make a Joyful Noise!

Daily, December 30–January 3
It’s all about music, wild and otherwise.

Secret of the Cardboard Rocket
(Sept 21 – Nov 27)
Two children build a rocket out of a cardboard
box and take a fantastical voyage through the
solar system with the help of a magical book
and their own vivid imaginations.

January 1 It’s a Dance Party!
1–4 pm FREE
Make dance-related crafts.

Tu, Th at 3 pm; Sat at 2 pm

January 3 Nature-Inspired Song
1–4 pm FREE
Decorate and create with materials that focus
on music from nature.

Measuring the Night
Sept 21 – Dec 19
Hidden in the autumn constellations are special
objects that astronomers have used to build
a “Cosmic Distance Ladder” which is used to
measure the cosmos.

January 2 Jenifer Strauss
Hear and help tell stories about nature.

december

All exhibits are FREE!

Family Shows

Mon-Fri at 11 am; Sat at 1 pm; Sun at 2 pm

Season of Light
(Nov 29 – Jan 3)
Explore how fires, candles, Christmas trees,
and even Santa Claus became a part of
our holiday season.

December 31 Gemini
Twin muscians will get your toes tapping.

This exhibit presents historical and material
evidence of a small settlement of African
Americans who found freedom in southern
Michigan.

Mystery of the Christmas Star
(Nov 29 – Jan 3)
Journey back 2000 years to Bethlehem as
we seek to discover a scientific explanation
for the star the wise men followed to find the
baby Jesus.

HANDS-ON
December 30 Shake, Rattle, and Roll!
1–4 pm FREE
Make a variety of musical instruments.

HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES
Performances in the Stryker Theater
for families 11 am and 2 pm, $3 per person

The Search for Freedom
The History and Archaeology of
Ramptown and the Michigan
Underground Railroad.
Through October 31

New Horizons
(Sep 21 – Nov 27)
Follow a comet through
interplanetary space to visit
violent volcanic eruptions,
the icy rings of Saturn, and
some of the planets and
moons in our celestial
neighborhood.

Daily, December 30–January 3
Challenger Experience 1:30 pm
Mars Mini-Mission 3 pm
Planetarium shows at 11 am, 1 pm, 2 pm
and 3 pm
All Hands-On Programs are FREE.
Performances, Missions, and planetarium shows,
$3 per person.
Visit our website for details on all programs.

seasonal stargazing Show

Orion Nights
Dec 21– Mar 20
During cold winter nights the bright stars of
Orion the Hunter twinkle overhead.

Laser Light Shows in the
Planetarium

Every Friday night at 8 pm

Magic of the Otherworld
Oct 4 – Dec 27
Audiences journey through the Otherworld—
a magical place born from the mythology of
many cultures. It’s a place of legends, where
mythical creatures once existed in harmony
among the mountains, islands, springs, and
forests. This is a relaxing odyssey through imaginary vistas, set to the lush sounds of harp music.
All shows are $3 per person

September 15 Working Together to Achieve
Justice Through the Underground Railroad
in Southwest Michigan
Dr. Michael Nassaney will speak about the
archaeology of Ramptown.

In memory of Alvin H. and Emily T. Little

The CLC is a space-flight simulation
experience, now for all ages. Go to our
website for details and to make
reservations for groups.

September 29 “Where Do the Children Play”
The award-winning documentary “Where Do
the Children Play?” will be followed by a
discussion led by a panel of local experts.

Public Programs

October 6 Speaking of Unmentionables: The
Rise and Fall of Ladies’ Underwear
Guest speaker Ellie Carlson will unveil some
myths and tell stories about women’s
unmentionables in the context of our
19th century costume collection.

Young children and their grownups lift off from Earth, dock with a
space station, and return to Earth—
all in 20 minutes! Children under the
age of 12 must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian.

October 13 The Townships of Kalamazoo
County–Alamo
Take a new look at the history of a township
that was created on the second anniversary of
the fall of the Alamo.

Mini-Missions
$3 per person

October 20 Black History Tour
Southwest Michigan Black Heritage Society
turns 10! Tour KVM’s galleries with members
of the Society, and stay for refreshments and
conversation.
October 27 Bring Out Your Dead! The
History of Cemeteries in 19th Century
Kalamazoo County
Pioneer settlers had to deal with where to bury
the dead. Explore Kalamazoo’s early cemeteries.
November 10 The Townships of Kalamazoo
County–Brady
Brady Township once encompassed not just
Kalamazoo County, but all land north to the
Grand River.
November 17 Comet ISON Emerges from
Behind the Sun
Find out how and when to view this bright
comet that will be visible in the November
evening sky.
November 24 The Townships of Kalamazoo
County–Charleston
Fort Custer Military Reserve and the Fort Custer
Recreation Area cover much of Charleston Twp.
December 8 Charles B. Hayes–Home Builder
Learn about this businessman who played a
major role in the growth of Kalamazoo’s
residential neighborhoods.
December 22 The Townships of Kalamazoo
County–Climax
Beautiful prairies were a prime feature of the
region described by Daniel Eldred as “the climax
of all we’ve seen.”

The Challenger Experience
$3 per person

music, movies
and more

Mary Jane Stryker Theater

Friday Night Highlights

Movies, concerts, Art Hops, special events,
and laser light shows every Friday night!
Check our website for details on all offerings.
Live music and movies begin at 7 pm, $5
Art Hop events begin at 6 pm, FREE
October 4 Art Hop
Stuart Shaw and The
Valley Runners
(Americana)
October 11 Chuck
Whiting and
His Rowdy Friends
(Hillbilly Blues &
Midwestern Swing)

This 45-minute session in the spacecraft
simulator will fly you to Mars and back. For
ages 8 and up; each child age 8 to 11 must be
accompanied by a partner aged 12 or older.

October 18 Boheme Tribal Belly
Dance and Wissal
(Arabic-Indian-Klezmer-American fusion)

Group Programs

November 1 Art Hop
Big Boss Blues
(Blues, Soul, R&B)

Junior Missions
$5 per person
90-minute missions designed for small
groups of up to 14 participants, ages 8
and up.

september

All programs begin at 1:30 pm and are FREE.
Seating is limited

challenger
learning center

october

Mary Jane Stryker Theater

October 25 The Mickeys
(Americana, Folk, Alt Country)

November 8 Duffield/
Caron Project
(Blues, boogie, and ballads)

Full Crew Missions
$25 per person

November 15 Crawlspace
Theater
(Improv/Comedy)

This 3-hour program is designed to build
teamwork and leadership skills for adults or
students in grades 5 and up.

November 22 American Experience:
Oswald’s Ghost
(History/Documentary) FREE

november

sunday series

featured events

November 29 American Experience:
In the White Man’s Image
(History/Documentary) FREE
December 6 Art Hop
Kalamazoo Mandolin & Guitar Orchestra
(Classical)
December 13 Beyond Sight (Rock and Funk)
December 20 Craft in America: Family
(Documentary) FREE
December 27 Younger Next Year: The New
Science of Aging
(Science/Society) FREE

december

Check out the full calendar at kalamazoomuseum.org

New Acquisition

peck
collection
reunited
Several specimens from the original
Peck Collection can be seen on
exhibit in the Time Pieces Gallery on
the first floor of the Museum.

The Ladies’ Library Association, while undergoing a major
renovation project this past spring, came upon a collection
of rocks, shells, and fossils that was tucked away in one of
their back rooms. They offered the collection to the Museum.
While the Museum rarely accepts natural history specimens
anymore, this box contained something very special.
It contained part of the first donation that formed the
Museum in 1881.
That year, local businessman Horace M. Peck donated
a collection of corals, shells, fossils, and marbles to the
Kalamazoo Board of Education. According to their meeting
minutes, published in the Kalamazoo Weekly Gazette on April
22, 1881, “These specimens shall be and are hereby accepted
as the beginning of a museum; they shall be known and
preserved as the Peck Collection.”
Among the current membership of the Ladies’ Library, no
one could recall where this box of specimens had come
from, just that they had been in their building for a very long
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time. When Museum staff first examined the
specimens, they were intrigued because they
looked very similar to items in the original Peck
Collection, which is still part of the permanent
collection at the Museum. But without any
documentation, how could one be sure?
After unboxing all of the specimens, an old handwritten
label was found at the bottom of one of the boxes; it read:
“Shells and Minerals from Early Museum.” This confirmed that
the items were very likely part of the Peck Collection. It is
unclear how they ended up at the Ladies’ Library Association
or how long they had been there, but one clue may be the
handwritten label. It is written on the back of an old carte-devisite paper mount – a type of photograph popular between
the 1860s and 1880s. That one clue may tell us that this
little part of the Peck Collection had been lent to the Ladies’
Library way back in the 1880s.
Today, the two collections are reunited thanks to the
members of the Ladies’ Library Association.

Safe Halloween

Burton Henry Upjohn

Children’s
Landscape

October 26, 2013
11–4pm

Join the fun downtown in Bronson
Park and at the Museum where
we’ll have some old favorites.
FREE!

Circle Time Programs
Monday–Friday at 10 am, 1 pm and Saturday at 11 am

• Hands-on activities
starting at noon
• “Nightwalk” scary
planetarium show
• “Spooky” space mission

These 20-minute programs are free of charge to
families and preschool groups. Programs are designed
for children ages 3-5 and may include stories, musical
activities, games, and art projects.

More details available at
kalamazoomuseum.org

October/November Making Music
December/January Staying Warm
Extended hours and limited program times during
holiday breaks.

Speaking of
Unmentionables
The Rise and Fall of Ladies’ Underwear

February 15–May 26, 2014

Ever wonder how a box becomes a box? Or how a sneaker becomes a
sneaker? At How People Make Things, kids learn firsthand about tools and
processes used to make everyday objects. It’s just one more way we inspire
children to think outside the box.
How People Make Things was created by Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh in collaboration with Family
Communications, Inc. (FCI), the producer of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, and the University of Pittsburgh Center for Learning in Out-of-School Environments (UPCLOSE). The exhibit was made possible
with support from the National Science Foundation and The Grable Foundation.

October 6, 1:30 pm FREE

Visit or revisit the ongoing exhibit, “Decades of Dazzling Dresses,”
and enjoy light refreshments and a lecture/presentation by
Elizabeth “Ellie” Carlson. This is a light-hearted and informative talk
and show-and-tell of historic undergarments worn—and suffered—by
women of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Cut and keep for Holiday Happenings

holiday happenings 2013
December 30–January 3, 1–4 pm
Make A Joyful Noise!
Hands-On FREE!

December 30 Shake, Rattle, and Roll!
Make a variety of musical instruments.
January 1 It’s a Dance Party!
Make dance-related crafts.
January 3 Nature-Inspired Song
Decorate and create with materials that focus on music
from nature.
Additional programs: check our website for special Planetarium,
movie showtimes and Challenger offerings.

Holiday Shows

11 am and 2 pm $3 per person
December 31 Gemini in Concert!
Playing a variety of instruments,
these brothers will have you
dancing in your seat.
January 2 Storytelling with
Jenifer Strauss
Hear and help tell stories
about nature, bird songs,
and wild music.

kalamazoomuseum.org
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friday night highlights

October 11 / 7pm
Chuck Whiting and His Rowdy Friends

November 8 / 7pm
Duffield/Caron Project

(Hillbilly Blues & Midwestern Swing)

(Blues, boogie, and ballads)

November 15 / 7pm
Crawlspace Theater

View more shows at kalamazoomuseum.com/friday

(Improv/Comedy)

Cut and keep for Holiday Happenings

free general
admission
kalamazoo pedestrian mall

one way

one way

one way

Monday-Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Friday (Oct-May) 9 am–9 pm
Sunday + Holidays 1 pm–5 pm
Closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, and Easter

230 North Rose Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
269.373.7990 | 800.772.3370
www.kalamazoomuseum.org
/KalamazooValleyMuseum
@kalamazoomuseum

Handicapped accessible. Sign language interpreters may be scheduled with a
minimum of two weeks notice. Assisted listening devices are available in the
Planetarium. Our TDD number is 269.373.7982

The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is operated by Kalamazoo Valley
Community College and is governed by its Board of Trustees

